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Queer Things about Japan












Preface to the Third Edition

SINCE the earlier editions of this book were
published half a year ago the Japzinese have
altered the course of history. It used to be
said that history repeated itself. For centuries
Asia had been trodden down by Europe. Asia
had been barbarian and Europe civilised. Asia
was moribund. Tibet alone, behind the most
tremendous mountains of the world, had kept

its door sealed to the knockings of the West.
But now the Spirit of God has moved upon
the face of the waters, and Asia, sick to death
like Hezekiah, has seen the Lord bring ¢the
shadow ten degrees backward by which it had
gone down in the dial of Ahaz.” The sun has
- stood still upon Gibeon and the moon in the
valley of Ajalon. A little Asiatic nation has
been holding up the torch of civilisation against
‘ b v
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hordes of barbarians, from Kurope this time, :
on the same fateful day in 480 B.c. Themistocl
and his Athenians upheld it against the Persia
at Salamis, and Gelon of Syracuse and Therc
of Acragas upheld it in Sicily against thr
hundred thousand Carthaginians at the battle «
Himera.

If by any untoward and unforeseen chanc
the event of the war goes against the Japanes
they will have the undying glory of havin
fought the greatest struggle of modern times i
the finest possible way. There is no chapt
upon the blazoned page of history in whic
valour and magnanimity are writ so large.

DOUGLAS SLADEN.

Branpwoop CoTTAGE,
TeNBY, S. WALES,
August 29, 1904.
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Preface to the First Edition

Ridentem dicere verum quid vetat ?—What is
there to prevent a jester telling the truth?
I am so fond of Japan that I should not have
cared to criticise the Japanese seriously. But it
is a different thing to describe the humours of
Japanese life in the vein in which my artist, the
Japanese Phil May, has drawn them. Here I
am only chronicling the sights of Japan. I am
putting off, until I have visited Japan again, the
book which I mean to write about the proud
history, Ehe glorious art, and the national life
of the great people who have, without any
parallel in the annals of Asia, made themselves
one of the Eight Civilised Powers. Japan is
no longer the hermit of the KEast, but the
most Western of the nations of the West. The
brief sketch of Japanese history which forms

Vil



PREFACE

Appendix V. is based on Keeling, and brought
up to date by Mr G. Uchida of Oxford.
When I applied to His Excellency the Japanese
Minister, in the matter, his secretary, Mr C.
Koike, referred me to Mr Uchida as the best
authority in England. ‘
DOUGLAS SLADEN.

Avutnors’ Crus, LonpoN,

November 1903.
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Introduction

ONE used to look upon Japan as a kind of dolls’
house, or, at the best, as a sort of Feast of Girls,
where they had wooden images in gorgeous, medi-
@val Oriental dresses, and wonderful miniature sets
of every kind of curious furniture and utensils
used in an odd country. It is a very tragic dolls’
house—much more tragic than Ibsen’s. The few
who did not regard the Japanese as children took
no interest in the country, except for its topsy-
turviness ; their interest might have been called
paradoxical. The idea that Japan would ever be
a factor in the world’s politics was too absurd to
contemplate—their rdle was to be absurd, and
supply the suburbs with cheap decorations.

If I do not seem to take the Japanese seriously
in this book, it is because the book itself is not
serious. As the pictures by the great Japanese
artist will indicate, I have chiefly tried to depict the
humours of Japanese life—one might almost say

the humours of Japanese street-life. Except when
xiii



INTRODUCTION

I am quoting from the Japanese themselves, I do
not attempt to give any glimpses of the life of
ladies and gentlemen. Japanese great people are
more dignified than other great people; they are
not a legitimate subject for comedy. For the
same reason, I say little of Japanese progress. The
Japanese are a first-class Power; there is nothing
funny about their army, or their navy, or their
politics.  Their great national institutions are
desperately in earnest, because from the moment
they were conscious that they were a first-class
Power they have been conscious that they may
suddenly be called upon to make a life-and-death
struggle for their existence. They stand in the
path of Russia, and, if Russia can crowd them
out, she will.

I fortunately knew Japan before she knew that
she was a first-class Power, in the days when the
foreigners were so ignorant as to suppose that
Japan was a nation at play; so I was chiefly on
the look-out for the humours of the country; and
the servants, small shopkeepers, riksha boys, and
workpeople, among whom the foreigners lived and
moved and had their being, were intensely humor-
ous, in spite of a poverty that almost amounted to
tragedy, in Japan as I knew it.

The vast majority of the Japanese have never
heard of Japan. They call their country Nihon,

or Nippon, and even that name has only been in
xiv









INTRODUCTION

done they are as easy to take about as umbrellas.
There is not much snow in the south; but as no
globe-scorcher ever goes south of Nagasaki, and
comparatively few go south of Yokohama, or at
anyrate Kyoto, this does not signify. Earthquakes
are like cash in Japan—it takes a great many of
them to amount to anything. The Japanese are
a good deal more afraid of the Taifu (which we
call typhoons), which mean strong winds—an
epithet which is rather under the mark. In
general features Japan is extraordinarily like Italy.
For atmosphere, photographers give it the first
place. It is very rich in minerals, such as gold,
silver, iron and copper, amber, sulphur, coal, nitre,
lime, and marble. It has mountains of porcelain
earth.

One of the chief features of Japan is the number
of hot sulphur springs ; the whole country is a sort
of volcanic saucepan. So as to get full use of
them, the economically-minded Japanese are par-
ticularly rich in skin diseases. Europeans would
probably waste the springs. As you never get a
fire in Japan, except when your house is on fire,
they might have been short of hot baths if Nature
had not provided them. The Japanese could not
be called ungrateful to the elemental powers who
heat his water; he takes his baths hotter than
any other human being; he can take them as hot
as a lady takes her tea, which has to be made with
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INTRODUCTION

except in temples, where they are chained to perches
like cockatoos, and amply justify the title the
Indians give them of the Wicked People. 1
believe that there are wolves and bears in Yezo;
the Japanese would tell you that there were lions
and tigers also, if you would believe him. Omne
ignotum pro magnifico is his motto about Yezo.
He could believe anything of a place where the
inhabitants have so little difficulty in growing
beards and moustaches. Yezo is inhabited by the
hairy Ainu, whose origin is even more puzzling
than that of the Japanese themselves. The princi-
pal manufactures of Japan are silk, cotton, porcelain,
paper, and lacquer. The principal exports are
silk, tea, and rubbish; and the principal imports
are kerosene and manufactures which the Japanese
intend to imitate.

It would not be like the Japanese not to have
the decimal coinage. They call their cents sen,
and their dollars yen. The sen looks like a half-
penny, but it is only worth about a farthing.
They also have a coin which looks like a penny,
and a coin called a 7in, which is only worth the
tenth of a sen—that is a farthing, practically ; and
there is a coin called a mon, which is only worth
the tenth part of a 7n. 1 do not know what a
mon is like; perhaps it only exists in theory as a
purchasing power. But there is a kind of coin

made of some base, brassy-looking metal, with a
p.& 4



INTRODUCTION

hole in the middle, of which you get a hundred
strung on straw for some impossibly small sum.
I once saw a Japanese gold five-yen piece, but
generally you use paper for dollars and upwards.
The half and quarter dollars and the smaller coins
of silver are pretty, but not half as pretty as the
ridiculous, oval-shaped coins formerly in use.
Some of these, which are just about the right size,
would always have been worth more than their face
value for making silver links. There were also gold
and copper oval coins of all sizes up to that of the

human hand, but they were found inconvenient.
Riksha boys reckon distance in 74, which sounds
like the singular of rice, but is really a short
measure league, half a mile short—2-44 statute
miles. A 7 contains 86 cho, which makes a cho
about the fourteenth part of our mile. A cho is
60 ken ; a ken almost exactly corresponds with our
fathom, that is to say, with two yards. And a ken
is six artisan’s shaku, or feet. The artisan’s shaku
is 11y% English inches ; a pretty good shot for the
English foot. But you get a much better foot’s
worth if you happen to be buying silk by measure
instead of by the pound, for a draper’s foot is almost
15 inches. Japanese silks are generally a draper’s
foot wide; the square measure you always hear
about in Japan is the tsubo, which is about 4
square yards. More than 1200 of them go to
an acre, which is eloquent of the minuteness of
c xxi



INTRODUCTION

Japanese plots—plots of land; but the Japanese
have square cho as well as linear, just as they have
measures of capacity called shaku as well as linear
shaku, and koku weights as well as koku measures
of capacity. The Japanese talk a good deal about
koku. 1 think they generally refer to the weight,
which is just over the 182 pounds. Formerly
incomes were reckoned in koku of rice. One
Daimio had as much as a million of koku; the
equivalent, I am told, to about two millions sterling
a year for an American. But he had to support
out of this his entire tribe, and keep up his army,
so that it was really a sort of tribal revenue, ad-
ministered by the chief, for which we could find
a parallel in the Scottish Highlands not so many
generations ago. The list of the various ranks
in Japan, when incomes were reckoned in rice,
as given by Keeling in his admirable little guide,
is rather interesting :—

The Mikado.
The Shogun (Commander-in-Chief).

THE MILITARY CLASSES.
Daimio or Buke.

The Go-Sanke (the Three Exalted Families), with a
revenue from 350,000 to 610,500 koku of rice.

Kokushiu (Lords of Provinces), eighteen in number, with
revenues of from 200,000 to 1,000,000 koktus.

Kamon (Members of the Family, i.c., the Tokugawa),
eighteen in number, with from 10,000 to 200,000
koku.

xxii
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Tozama (Outside Lords, i.e., not of the Tokugawa family),
with from 10,000 to 200,000 koku.

Fudai (Successful Races), about 115, with from 10,000 to
200,000 koku.

Samurai.

Hatamoto (banner supporters), with revenues of 500
to 9999 koku of rice. There were about 80,000
families, forming principally the functionaries
(Yakunin) of the Shogun.

Gokekenin, the common soldiers of the Shogun’s army,
with revenues up to 500 kokus of rice.

HEIMIN (or Common People).
Hiaksho or farmers.
Shokunin or artisans.
Akindo or commercial class, the keeper of the smallest
stall being called a merchant.

Besides these five classes there were, not worthy
of classification, being considered as pariahs : —

The Eta (“ unclean ™), leather-dressers and grave-diggers.

The Hinin (“not men "), paupers.

The Geisha (dancing and singing girls) and Joro
(prostitutes).

The Yamabushi, a lower order of mendicant monks.

After the abolition of feudalism in 1869, the
population was thus classified :—

The Tenshi or Kotei (Emperor).

The Shinno or Imperial Family.

The Kazoku, the nobility of Japan, consisting of the
former Kuge and Daimio, without reference to
previous rank.

‘The Shizoku, formerly Samurai.

The Heimin, or commoners.

xxiii
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In 1884 the old nobility was rehabilitated and
distributed in five ranks :—

Princes, Marquises, Counts, Viscounts, and Barons.

The following is the order of precedence observed
at Court :—

1. The Order of the Chrysanthemum.

2. Officers of Shinnin rank : the Minister President, the
President of the Privy Council, Ministers of the
Departments of State, Generals, Admirals, the
Military Councillor-in-Chief, the Lord Chamberlain,
the President of the Senate, the Vice-President of
the Privy Council, Privy Councillors, the Military
Controller-in-Chief.

8. Princes.

4. The first order of the Rising Sun and Paulownia, the
Rising Sun and the Mirror.

5. First-class Chokunin rank.

6. Second-class Chokunin rank.

7. Peers attending the Jakonoma.

The order of precedence may be altered now (I
am quoting Keeling’s Guide as revised in 1889 by
Mr Farsari, the genial Italian who was a sort of
agent-general for all the foreigners in Japan,
besides selling them his photographs and de-
veloping their own). Farsari or Keeling gives an
interesting table of Japanese wages and expenses
of living.

The rate per day at which artisans and labourers
were paid in 1885 in Tokyo will give an idea of the
remuneration of labour in Japan :(—

xxv



INTRODUCTION
Stone-cuttersfrom 60 to'70 sen
Blacksmiths ,, 30, 50 ,,
Mat-layers 50 ,,
Painters . from25t035 ,,
Coolies . , 20,30,
Gardeners ,, 25,, 50 ,,

Carpenters from 40 to 60 sen
Roofmen . , 65,75,
Cartmen . , 85, 45,
Wood-cutters ,, 50 ,, 70 ,,
Paper-hangers,, 380,, 60 ,,

To show the bearing that the style of living has
upon wages, the following table is appended, which
shows that the outlays for starting house-keeping
need not amount to over 514 yen :—

4} mats . . 90 sen

A long hibachi .

A hearth for boiling
rice . . .

An iron pot for boil-
ing rice .

An iron pan

An iron pot for b01l-
ing water .

A gotoku (a tnpod)

A long iron tong

A brass tong .

A fire shovel . .

A charcoal basket .

A tea-pot

A water jar

A water-barrel .

A rice-cleaning basin

A small barrel

A wash-basin .

A dipper .

M

[
W OO
3

”»

A cutting-board .

A table knife . .

A basket .

A large basket

Sundries  (hikeshi-
tsubo, suribachi,
surikogi) 10 ,,

A skewer .

A rice box

A wooden spoon

A tray .

Tea-cups .

Wooden bowls

Chop-sticks

A lamp .

Brooms .

Bottles

Quilts

Two pillows

-
-

Ot O W =3

3
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WOV =ON®
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Total, 514 yen

The daily expenses of the miners at the Taka-
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shima coal-mines, whose wages are from 28} to
25 sen per day, and who live in a style far above
the average of their class in any other part of
Japan, are :—

Board . . 9sen6rin  Percentage to
Bath . . 2rin contractors . 1 sen 5 rin
Waraji (straw Tools, wear and

sandals) . 5%, tear, sharpen-
Clothes . . 7T sen9rin ing, etc. . 5,
Tobacco . . 2,1,

Total, 15sen 8} rin

The board as above consists of :—
Rice, cooked—8 go measured uncooked =26 Ibs.

raw rice . . . . . . . 63enbrin
Cooked vegetables and pickles—koko, memboshi,

etc., also includes tea, shoyu, ete., . . 8nn
Cooked fish—}% kin=$% lb. . . . . 2sen
Beef soup—1 go=12 fluid oz. . . . . 3rin
Beef—4 1b. occasionally . . .« .« . gratis

or about 10 sen per day.

It will be seen that out of a pay of about 25 sen
per day, a miner can clear about 10 sen above
expenses. Three 7in may be added for the bath.

According to Keeling, who of course got his ideas
from some one else, the Japanese race appears to be
an amalgamation of different races, the Mongolian
predominating. The cave-dwellers, according to
Professor Milne, may be the true aborigines of
Japan. The Ainu, of whom there are now 13,000,
XXV1



INTRODUCTION

also seemingly of Mongolian origin, are supposed
to be the descendants of the aborigines of the
country, and to have been driven towards Yezo,
which they now inhabit, by the ancestors of the
present Japanese.

The following ethnological notes are taken from
Dr Baelz:— :

The Japanese “ of quality ” is of a slender build,
and often with a finely-formed Roman nose; and
the «lower type ” is of a thick-set frame, broad and
muscular, with a flat nose. Both have the same
complexion, mostly of a light yellow colour.

The Japanese are undersized from our point of
view, the adult male being about 5 feet high, and
the adult female only 4 feet 8 inches; in other
words, the male in Japan is hardly as tall as the
female in Europe.

The weight of the members of the working
classes is about 110 lbs., that of the higher classes
about 114 to 120 lbs., while the European adult
~averages 154 lbs. The weight of the woman of
the higher classes averages 100 to 110 lbs. and that
of the lower classes 100 lbs.

According to Mr Takei, the Japanese mind is
deficient in the qualities of attention and con-
ception; though exceptionally strong in verbal
memorising, it is weak in the much more important
memorising of principles, truths, and ideas; it has
plenty of fancy, but is distinctly lacking in rational

xxvii






INTRODUCTION

various sects of Shintoist and Buddhist are ap-
pointed by the Government, or elected subject
to its approval

“The names of the Buddhist temples (Tera or
Dera) always end in 7, as Zojoji at Shiba, Tokyo ;
and those of Shinto temples (Miya) end in gu, as
To Sho Gu in Nikko. Buddhist priests are called
Bozu (Bouzes), and are recognised by their shaven
heads, while Shinto priests are known as Kannushi.
A Shinto temple, generally built on elevated
ground, and surrounded by groves of trees, con-
tains no idols; but looking-glasses representing the
feminine deity, paper-lanterns, and gohei (strips of
white paper taking the places of offerings of cloth)
are found in their stead. Occasionally a sword is
seen, representing the male deity. Before the
temple there is always a gateway, called torii (bird-
rest), through which the temple-courts (yashiro) are
entered. A good example of a Shinto temple is
the Shokonsha, at Kudan, in Tokyo.

-« Hotoke is the general name of the divinities
worshipped by the Buddhists; and the divinities
of the Shinto religion, of whom there are more than
a million, are called Kami.”

The heyday of Christianity is over in Japan.
I am not speaking of the good work done by good
men, but adventitious prosperity. Japan used to
be flooded with American missionaries belonging
to all sorts of religious sects, who enjoyed fine
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and not often a little coarse, humour. There the
boys can fly their kites, play ball, or indulge in
boisterous games secure from interference. The
steps leading up to the temple porch form con-
venient seats for nursery-maids and tired pedes-
trians. Even the porch itself is public ground,
and the children run up and down it as if any-
thing of a sacred association was farthest from
their minds. There is no room for veneration, no
sense of sublimity, no feeling of the holiness of
one’s surroundings. In point of fact, there is very
little of the sense of the sublime in the Japanese
nature: certainly no trace of it in their literature.
This people has—at least in so far as the lower
classes are concerned—to be amused in order
to be attracted, to have its sentiments aroused in
order to be interested.
. “Religious festivals (matsuri) take place at fre-
quent intervals. Some are in honour of Gongen-
sama (Iyeyasu), the founder of the Tokugawa
dynasty of Shoguns, others are in honour of
Inarisama the fox goddess, while many others, too
numerous to mention, perpetuate the memory of
princes, heroes, and celebrated scholars. It has
been stated that, ‘roughly speaking,’ the peasantry
are rather Shintoist than Buddhist, the Samurai
and town people rather Buddhist than Shintoist,
in their faith; while the literates are mostly
indifferentists.”

xxxi
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As religious festivals form a large part of the
attractions of Japan, it may not be out of place to
give here Keeling’s list of the most important.
The names of the places at which they are held
refer to Tokyo only, except where otherwise speci- -
fied, but the dates stand good for any part of the

country.

and legal holidays :—

Lists are also given of popular, national,

RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS (MATSURI)

Jan. 1 and 16. Shinmei,* the God of Happi-
ness . . . .
Jan. 5 and 15. Suitengu,® the Water God .
Jan. 8 and 12. Yakuski,® the God of Medi-
cine . . . .
Jan. 10 . . Kompira,®* an ancient Kuge
(noble) deified . .
Jan. 14 and 24. Jisosama,* the God of Mercy .
Jan. 16 . . Emmasama, the Lord of
Hell . s . .
Jan. 17 and 18. Kwannonsama,® the God who
hears Prayers .
Jan. 21 . . Daishisama,® the Inventor of
the Kana characters .
Jan. 24 . . Atagosama, the Fire God .
Jan. 25 . . Tenjinsama, the God of
Writing . . . .
Apr. 8 . . Oshaksama,  Birthday of
Buddha . .
Apr.18 . . Rioshisama (Sanja Gongen) .
May 15 . Daijingu, Sun Goddess . .
xxxii

Shiba.
Hamacho.
Arai (sub-
urbs).
Tora no
Mon.
Nihombashi.

Shinjiku.
Asaksa.

Kawasaki.

Atagoyama.

Yushima &
Kame Ido.

All temples.

Asaksa.

Noge in Yo-
kohama.
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May 81 to June 2. Kuma no Jinja, Bear, Field From Igura
God, held once every three ~ to Aka-
years . . . . bane.

Jumme 8. . . KumanoJdinja . . . Iguraand

Awoyama,

June 38 and 14. Suga no Jinja Shinagawa.

Junel6 . . Emmasama. See Jan. 16

Aug. Tto1l5 . Suganodinja . . . Nakabashi

Aug. 9 to 15 . Nakabashi no Tenno . Nihombashi.

Aug. 15 to 16 . Hachiman, the God of War . Ichigaya.

Aug. 15 to 16 . Sannosama, a deified Kuge . Kojimachi.

Aug. 18 to 20 . Nakabashi no Tenno . . Fukagawa.
Sept.18 . .  Miojinsama, held once every

two years . . Kanda.
Oct. 15 . . Miojinsama . Kanda.
Oct. 25 . . . Tanjinsama, God of Wntmg Kameido.
Nov. 24 . . Rio Daishisama . . Ueno.
Nov.28 . . . O Komairisama (Shin -ran

Sho-nin) . . . . Asaksa.
Dec. . . . . Torinomachi. . . Asaksa.

(Those marked with ¥ are held on the same day of every month.)

NATIONAL AND LEGAL HOLIDAYS

Jan. 1. Shihohai. On this day the Emperor makes his first
prayer to heaven and all his ancestors for a peace-
ful reign.

Jan. 8 Genjisai. The Emperor makes offerings to heaven
and all his imperial ancestors.

Jan. 5. Shin-nen-en-kwai. On this day all government
officers make official calls.

Jan. 17 Gongensama, the founder of the Shogunate. Festi-
val held at Ueno and Shiba on the 17th of every
month. Not a legal holiday.
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Jan. 80. Komei-Tenno-sai. Anniversary of the death of
Komei-Tenno, father of the present Emperor.

Feb. 11. Kigen Setsu. Anniversary of the accession of
Jimmu Tenno (the first Mikado) to the throne.

Mar. 21. Shunki-korei-sai. Spring festival of the imperial
ancestors.

Apr. 8. Jimmu-Tenno-sai. Anniversary of the death of
Jimmu Tenno.

Apr. 17. Toshogu. Iyeyasu, the first Shogun of the Toku-
gawa family; held also on June 1st at Ueno
and Shiba. Not a legal holiday.

May 14, 15, and 16. Shokon-sai. In memory of those who
fell in the civil war of 1868 ; held at the Shok-
onsha.

Sept. 28. Shiuki-korei-sai. Autumn festival of Emperors in
Yokohama ; celebrated at the Temple of Ten-
shoko Daijin on Iseyama.

Oct. 17. Shinsho-sai. Harvest festival. The Emperor offers
the first crop of the year to the divine ancestor,
Tenshoko Daijin.

Nov. 8. Tenchosetsu. The present Emperor’s birthday.

Nov. 23. Niiname-sai. Early rice is offered to the Gods.

Dec. 25. Holiday only observed by the Custom House De-
partment for the accommodation of foreign
employees.

Dec. 31. Observed as a day preparatory to New Year’s Day.

POPULAR FESTIVALS.

Jan. 1,2, and 8. Sanga-nichi. New Year’s holidays.
Jan. 15. Little New Year’s Day.

Mar. 3. Oshinasama. Girls’ festival or dolls’ festival.
Mar. 21. Spring festival.

May 5. Osekku. Boys’ festival, or festival of flags.
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May 6. Shokonsha races in Tokyo.

June 28. Opening of the Sumidagawa in Tokyo.

July 7. Tanabata no Sekku. Festival of stars.

July 18, 14, and 15. Bon Matsuri. Feast in honour of the
dead.

Aug. 1. Autumn festival.

Sept. 9. Choyo. Farmers’ festival.

Sept. 9. Kikku no Sekku. Festival of chrysanthemums.

Sept. 13 and 15. Full moon festival.

Nov. 20. Ebisuko or Ebis, God of Wealth. Festival held by
merchants.

I have quoted these tables, which may seem dry
to some people and absurd to others, because it is
from a nation’s holidays that one can best judge
its character. Compare the Italian festa with the
English bank-holiday, and you have in a nut-
shell the strongest contrast between the two
nations. With this I shall pass on, to give the
Queer Things about Japan which came under
my own observation.






Queer Things about Japan

CHAPTER I
HOW THE JAPANESE LIVE

A JaranesE house is the simplest thing in the
world. It consists of a post at each corner and a
roof. The roof may or may not be covered with
enormous purple tiles. It makes little difference
in the long run. For if it is not, the first typhoon
that comes along transfers it to somebody’s garden
quarter of a mile away; and if it is, it may resist
the typhoon ; but woe betide its inhabitants when
the first genuine earthquake happens. They will
be caught like sparrows under a sieve, only more so.
But the odds are that it will be burnt down before
either happens, as the Japanese use very cheap
lamps and very nasty petroleum, and are regular
children about fires.

Of course something else is done for the four
posts and the roof before they become a house in
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QUEER THINGS ABOUT JAPAN

which births, deaths, and marriages can take place.
But remarkably little is necessary. Cross-beams
are added, not to support the roof, but the walls,
which are made of paper, and slide between the
beams and the platform raised a foot above the
ground, which does duty for the floor. A Japanese
house is generally all on one floor; in fact, one
might say it is all one floor. And in the daytime
it is all one room if it is a small house. The
number of rooms in it depends on the number of
bedrooms the owner requires. They are divided
for the night by paper shutters fixed in grooves
like the divisions of an old-fashioned workbox.
There are no doors or passages. Your bedroom
acts as a passage, and when you want a door you
slide back the nearest panel. It does not matter
having handles in every shutter frame, because the
handles go in instead of sticking out. A Japanese
handle is nothing but a hole with a metal lining.
Two sets of shutters go round the outside; the
inside set are of paper on the off-chance of the
owner using them for privacy during the day, and
the outside are of wood. These outside shutters
cannot be slid in the same promiscuous fashion as
the others. Each is held in its place by the next,
and the last one is secured with a bolt — of
wood. There are plenty of Japanese houses which,
when secured for night, would hardly stand a
drunken man leaning against them. An English-
2
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man’s house may be his castle, a Japanese’s house
is his bedroom, and his bedroom is a passage.

Better-class houses are divided into permanent
rooms for a foot or two down from the ceiling,
by wooden frames filled with plaster to hold the
tops of the shutters. Some go so far as having
windows, made of glass, too, which is very un-
Japanese. The ordinary native is quite satisfied
with the light that filters through paper. The
houses which have windows generally have walls
too, outside; though they put up the paper
shutters inside. It is necessary to put up with
this shutter arrangement when sons become hus-
bands and fathers under the paternal roof. The
houses of rich natives, like that occupied by Sir
Edwin Arnold at Azabu, are European houses in
Japanese fancy dress. The Japanese love air:
unless it is too cold or too wet the poor Jap takes
down the whole front of his house in the daytime.
If it is too sunny he hangs a big blue or brown
curtain in front of it, like the sheet for a magic-
lantern, with a huge white ideogram taking the
place of the picture. An ideogram is a Chinese
monogram.

Every self-respecting Japanese house has a
guest-chamber, and always in the same corner.
I have an idea that it is the north-west corner.
There is the recess, which contains the celebrated
Tokonoma and Chigaidana, the principal stage

8












HOW THE JAPANESE LIVE

Japanese bells, like Japanese belles, have no tongues:
you ring them by swinging a beam against them.
When Japanese cherry trees have cherries, they
have no stones—I think the oranges have no pips ;
this is no doubt part of the national politeness.
Japanese snakes have no poison; Japanese music
has no harmony. The Japanese alphabet is not an
alphabet, but a selection of seventy useful ideo-
grams to dispense with the thirty thousand in
ordinary use by the Chinese. Japanese theatres
have no actresses, except one at Kioto, which has
no actors. The Japanese have no forks or spoons
or table-cloths; they have no sheets, no wine-
glasses, no tumblers.

Is it any wonder that a Japanese is sweet-
tempered ?

When a missionary undertakes to go and live in
the country in native style, she undertakes to do
without all the ordinary comforts of life. She can
console herself by having so much less to talk to
the servants about. A bird might find it easy to
accommodate itself to the short commons of
Japanese food and the airy nature of Japanese
dwellings, but a dog would miss the meat, and a
cat the kitchen fire.

Japanese ladies lose one of the great excitements
of life—the pleasure of buying a hat and pulling
it to pieces ; but that does not prevent them from
wearing hatpins in their hair. It must be a great
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bad height for a table if your only chair is the
floor. Tea-tables are round or square or octa-
gonal, the size of a stool. Dining-tables are a
yard long and half a yard wide. Brought in also,
when it is required, is the Japanese reading-lamp,
a square paper box with a red lacquer stand. In
order to make the light which filters through the
paper from a rush candle go as far as possible,
the servants are allowed to come in and sit along
the sides of the room. They enter into the con-
versation—there is not light enough for anything
else. I have even heard of a Japanese using fire-
flies for light; but this can only be done in the
season. The beautiful and idiotic reading lantern
is, I regret to say, being replaced by petroleum
lamps—the kind you buy in the “all articles in
this window 63d.” shop.

The nakedness of the land is a little less apparent
during the New Year’s Festival; for then the
guest-chamber contains the mochi—a sort of three-
tiered wedding-cake made of rice flour in tubs
without bottoms by peripatetic cooks, and a vase
of flowers placed in front of it.

The godown is one of the most picturesque
features about the house. It is supposed to be
fire-proof as well as burglar-proof, and is about as
much one as the other. It looks like iron, but is
only made of compressed cement and black polish
with a huge crest or monogram in white. The
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In all branches of gardening, except fruit-
growing, the Japanese display the highest skill. It
has been said that they make animals of their
flowcrs, they have such an instinet for divining the
sympathies of the vegetable creation. But one
thing does strike the visitor—the way in which they
sacrifice the fruit to the blossom. They grow some
fruit trees, such as the double-blossomed cherry,
entirely for flower. They cut the blossom off the
fruit trees for sale; indeed, I am not quite sure
that I ought to allow them the credit of being even
skilful in the matter of fruit-growing. They will
travel immense distances to see a garden famous
for a particular kind of blossom in its prime, such
as the park at Nara when the scarlet azaleas are in
their glory, or the temple at Kame-ido when the
old gnarled plum trees of the Sleeping Dragon are
covered with their living snow. In the same way
they will travel immense distances to see some
famous piece of scenery, generally occupied by a
temple, or a teahouse, or both.

The poor Japanese is the Italian of the East. He
lives on next to nothing, and thrives on it. He
always has a smile. He works whenever he can
get any work to do. They are all week-days to
him. Instead of a seventh day, Sunday, he has his
festa, a national holiday or a temple-festival. In
either case he goes a-fairing in some temple and
takes his children or a female friend. He is never
14



HOW THE JAPANESE LIVE

too poor to have money to treat them. He only
gives himself a holiday when he is out of work, and
his holidays are inexpensive. He just walks a
hundred miles to see some famous garden in its
glory ; he carries his luggage in a stay-box wrapped
in oiled-paper, and gets a bed at an inn for a half-
penny. His food is almost as cheap, and when the
last turn in the road shows him the irises of
Horikiri or the thousand cherry trees of Yoshino
on the day of all the year, he would not change
places with the King of England.
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CHAPTER 11
JAPANESE WOMEN

JAPAN is the Antipodes as much as Australia. If
Australia has its Christmas at mid-summer and its
cherries with stones outside the fruit, Japan has
its oranges without pips and its screws which work
the reverse way, and does most other things upside
down from our point of view. Take the women,
for instance : they carry their babies on their backs
instead of in their arms, and black their teeth
instead of trying to keep them white, and the
lower they are in class the more consideration they
receive from their husbands. There is generally,
it must be confessed, method in Japanese madness,
but it does look very mad to the unreasoning
globe-trotter. Take, for instance, the matter of
the woman carrying her baby behind instead of in
front: that is because girls begin carrying babies
so very young in Japan that it becomes a second
nature not to remember the baby at all, but to go
on doing whatever one is doing without regarding
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JAPANESE WOMEN

it; in other words, by this new patent way of
carrying a baby a woman can work as well as mind
the child—which she does not mind. In fact,
unless it is her first, the mother does not generally
carry the baby; the last baby, if it is a girl and
weaned, carries it. Little Japanese girls are
weaned unconscionably late, and begin their
duties as women unconsciously early. The first
duty of woman, says the Japanese proverb, is
obedience ; the first duty of a Japanese woman in
home life is, when she looks about four years old,
to carry the next baby in a Aaori (shawl) on her
back. The baby is fastened so securely that its
little mothering sister can play ball or shuttlecock
in spite of the pick-a-back. The baby does not
cry or laugh—Japanese babies are very solemn—
but nods its head and runs at the nose. If all
the succeeding babies are boys she will do her
courting and her house work with this pick-a-back
encumbrance.

The Japanese woman does not blacken her teeth
under any mistaken idea that it makes her at-
tractive ; she does it to make herself unattractive.
Her husband is supposed to know her value; if he
does not, he divorces her. He makes no provision
for her, and she has no dowry from her family,
but divorced women in Japan nearly always marry
again. She brings him nothing but a gentle and

obedient slave, and takes nothing away with her
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buys foreign clothes for his wife, he may treat her
like a foreign lady, walk with her beside him, let her
pass before him, even hand her things. The same
thing results if he is an Anglomaniac, that is, if he
likes intercourse with English and Americans. In
Japan, Americans are regarded as Europeans, and
all Europeans are regarded as English, unless they
are professors, when they are regarded as Germans.
The Dutch and Portuguese hardly rank as Euro-
peans, Holland being considered a colony of Java,
and Portugal of Macao. Their representatives often
are rather Asiaticky in appearance.

Nor do the Alice - through - the - looking - glass
characteristics of the Japanese woman consist only
in her relations with her husband. Take her dress,
for instance. A kimono is more adapted to the
European lady’s figure if it is worn backside fore-
most, and the Parisian costume suits the Japanese
figure better backside foremost. If the dress comes
from Germany it does not signify so much, because
the Germans are broad-minded in their notions of
fit. A well-dressed Japanese woman is tied in at
the knees, so that she may not seem to walk too
freely. Japanese women do not wear gloves, which
is a great saving to their families, seeing that every
glove in Japan which is not sealed up in a bottle
or a biscuit tin gets the spotty mould in the first
few hours of the rainy season. When her hands
are cold she pulls them up into her sleeves, which
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in the aristocracy, and the Malay in the people.
But these two races do not, in my mind, account
for the type. One could readily believe that the
soft beauty of the Japanese peasant girl is ac-
counted for by an infusion of the blood of the
gentle brown races of the South Pacific Islands,
with whose natures they have so much in common.
It is lucky for them that they are pretty and gentle
and good, for Japan is a man’s country, where
women are regarded as mere conveniences. The
Japanese talk of the three obediences for a woman.
She has to obey her father till she is married, her
husband while she is married, and her sons if she
is left a widow with children. And even that is
not the worst of it, for her wifely obedience ex-
tends to her husband’s parents, and any elder
brothers he may have, and any wives they may
have. A Japanese woman is often married be-
cause her mother-in-law wants someone to wait
on her; in fact, she has no particular prospects in
life until she becomes a mother-in-law herself—of
a son’s wife, that is to say, not of a daughter’s
husband. Japanese mothers-in-law are proverbially
harsh to their daughters-in-law; in fact, the only
capacity in which a woman has a decent chance
of misbehaving herself in Japan is that of mother-
in-law.

And the odd thing is that, except in the low-

down circles, where a woman’s labour can be
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divorce, but the woman generally marries again,
and it goes without saying that the man does; and
perhaps to marry in haste and repent at pleasure
is only another instance of the practical wisdom
of the Japanese. If he does not like his wife, he
does not see why he should make her his most
intimate friend for life. He tries back, as the
saying is. But there is one feature to be remem-
bered; and that is that this fortuitous system of
marriage might not succeed so well without the
exquisite manners of the Japanese, and the wonder-
ful goodness and gentleness of the better half of
the population. Not that any Japanese would
understand the term “better half” being applied
to his wife, even in sarcasm.

What I have said about Japanese women is, as
regards the upper classes, derived mostly from
Japanese writers,—of course through the medium
of KEnglish translations. Except on the rare
occasions when he is admitted into the private
rooms of a Japanese upper-class household, the
foreigner seldom sees a Japanese lady do more
than be jinriksha’d past his vision in her sober
grey or brown silk. What he sees of Japanese
women first-hand is confined to servants and the
shop-keeping class, which comes very low down in
Japan; and that much of Japanese womanhood
he may possibly see in most inconvenient moments,

as, for instance, when he is having his bath. The
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Japanese do not draw the veil between the sexes,
and, as a consequence, can subject decency to the
most astonishing ordeals with impunity. It must
always be remembered that I speak of the poor
Japanese.

26



CHAPTER 111

JAPANESE SERVANTS

THE Japanese have most absurd ideas about
servants. Instead of thinking it a disgrace to go
into domestic service, they consider it an honour ;
so much so, that they do not allow jinriksha boys
and grooms the honour of being servants at all,
but consider them tradesmen, which is the lowest
down thing in Japan, short of being an eta or
member of the class of outcasts. The grooms
are excluded as being a betting, gambling, cheating
lot (the Japanese regard it as almost impossible
for a groom to be honest), and the riksha boys as
being rough people, without any manners. This is
not the aspect of riksha boys which impresses the
foreigner, who often finds his “ kurumaya ” a faith-
ful, sturdy guide, philosopher, and friend ; proud of
showing his strength and speed and intelligence;
and willing to resort to personal chastisement if

his employer is hustled or insulted or cheated.
Of course, it is very important that a Japanese
v
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rights at all, and are not expected to exercise what
they have.

There is no servant class in Japan, because half
the population are born servants, unless the per-
centage of women is less numerous in Japan than
elsewhere. All women are the servants of their
relations, unless they are earning a few shillings a
month as the servants of somebody else. The
mistress of the household is in theory only the
chief of the servants, and in theory she never
allows anyone to perform any domestic service for
her husband or her children, except those which
she lacks the time or strength to perform herself.
'There are certain menial duties for her husband
which the greatest duchess will not hand over to
a servant, unless she is corrupted by European
civilisation.

As there is enough red tape for a War Office in
Japanese households, the number of servants is
proportionately large and the pay proportionately
small. They only get a few dollars a month, and
have to board themselves out of it. This is an
absolute necessity, because in Japan a servant con-
siders that he has right to do what he likes with
his bedroom, and houses his wife, and his children,
and his parents, if he has any. And the custom is
too firmly rooted to be deposed. There are two
classes of servants—personal and kitchen. The
kitchen servants may have no knowledge of
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etiquette. They are sometimes rough -creatures
from the country, no better than a riksha boy, who
is not a servant at all, but a tradesman. They
are dull, contented drudges; but Cook San— Mr
Cook—is held in very different estimation. In a
small household he does the catering, and keeps
the accounts, as well as superintends the ridiculous
little birds’ nests of charcoal ash which cook the
meals in Japan.

The personal servants show a humility to their
employers which would paralyse an Englishman
with a sense of humour, and their masters “assume
an etiquette air of command. But from everyone
else these servants expect a considerable amount
of politeness. You call a Japanese servant Mr in
addressing him, if you are not his master—Tara
San, Mr Codfish, or Taro San, Mr Eldest Son.
The truth is that a Japanese servant may be quite
a well-born person. The effect of all women being
in reality servants to someone or other prevents
domestics being confined to a particular class, and
raises the estimation in which service is held.
Sometimes servants, even in hotels, are “samurai ”
—gentlemen entitled to wear two swords if it were
not expressly against the law to wear swords at all
out of uniform. In the old days, when I was a
boy, Japan was full of feudal princes -called
¢daimio,” whose income was reckoned in bushels
of rice, and who kept armies of these two-sworded
80
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gentlemen, as many as they could afford. In
those days it was infra dig. for a gentleman to do
anything, except fight and write poetry. But
domestic service from a samurai to a noble did not
count as anything at all; it was clan-loyalty, and
still in Japan it is considered an honour to be
admitted to be the domestic servant of a great
noble, which is not without parallel in royal house-
holds in Europe. When the feudal armies were
abolished, there were 2,000,000 samurai out of a
job, and there were very few jobs that they were
fit for, except printers, and policemen, and domestic
servants. This is not a paradox, but a fact. They
made good printers, because they were literary.
This would not follow in England ; but in Japan,
where they had no letters but 10,000 words in
ordinary use, each with a separate picture or ideo-
graph to represent it, it was something for the
printer to know his alphabet. They made admir-
able policemen, because the populace have such a
wholesome recollection of the times when a samurai
could cut your head off if you looked at him, and
because they are acquainted with ‘Jujitsu "—the
noble art of self-defence as practised in Japan and
the Japan society. The policeman is as insignifi-
cant in stature as he is aristocratic in birth; but if
he knows “Jujitsu,” he knows all the springs in
the human body, and can send a giant flying over
his head if he can catch his wrist or his foot. As
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affair is arranged through her father and the agent
of the foreigner, generally his room-boy.

In native hotels and in restaurants the servants are
apt to be mousmeses, i.¢., young girls, and the mous-
mees are apt to be pretty, and to wear gay scarlet
petticoats and sashes. I must not describe these
gay little butterflies here; I want them for the
chapter on Tea-houses and Geisha-girls. They are,
on the whole, more embarrassing than the men-
housemaids as room-attendants. It is more em-
barrassing for a gentleman to have a girl come
into his bathroom when he is in his bath than it is
for a lady to have a “boy” come into her bedroom
when she is in bed. A Japanese woman is em-
barrassingly guileless and artless.

To go to even a European hotel in Japan is like
going to a farce. It is impossible to keep serious.
If you go into the dining-room you are surrounded
by a swarm of pantomime imps, dressed in indigo-
cotton doublet and hose, who run about bare-foot,
and are called “ boys,” and look like boys till the
day they die. Half of them know no English
except the numbers. They have a number them-
selves, and each dish on the menu has a number,
even down to potatoes. “ Number five,” you say if
you are new to it; “I'll have some 2, and I'll take
some 7 and 9 with it, please.” He catches some
numbers, and brings them, but you would have a

far better chance of getting what you want if you
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overseer to her servants, says they are lazy and
recalcitrant, stupid, and worthless. The first, so
long as she is never worried, is perfectly happy ; the
second wants to have everything done just her way,
and wants the life of the household to be as regular
as a copy-book in which she writes the top line, and
the household are expected to copy every pothook.
The Japanese servant never does what he is told,
because in native households he is expected to
know what to do without being told. The idle
woman is right. Sacrifice is better than obedience.
The Japanese servant gives a good master what no
American would ; he gives him not only affection,
but sentiment. He never wants to get his work
done to have time for his pleasures; he does not
even regard service as a despised occupation from
which he may be able to rise, if he works hard.
Indeed, he regards his position as higher than that
of a farmer, or a merchant, or an artisan, and it is
the same with the women servants. They do not
drudge all day while the mistress sits in the front
parlour, so that they may get leave to go out at
night and forget it; they are not only human
beings, but almost friends. When servants go to
theatres or picnics to wait on a party, they are
expected to enjoy the entertainment like the rest.
If a lady takes her maids with her when she is
going out calling, the maid goes into the room
with her, and may laugh when she is amused, and
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speak without being spoken to. No Japanese
servant would ever presume on the privilege.
When an important Japanese goes on a journey,
he leaves all the business of hiring rikshas and
porters, making bargains with hotelkeepers, and so
on, to his servants. Japanese servants have, how-
ever, one very inconvenient custom. If you are
staying in the house and tip them, they tie your
offering up in a paper string, with a little gaily
coloured paper kite, and take it to their mistress,
and thank her for it, and it is etiquette for her to
thank you for it. It is bad enough when you have
only made a present of money, and that a liberal
one, but suppose you have added a much-worn
under-garment |



CHAPTER 1V
STREET SCENES AND COMEDIES OF EVERYDAY LIFE

Tokvo contains a million and a half of people
under five feet high who appear to exist on manna
sent down from Heaven. They say scratch a
Russian, and you will find a tartar; scratch a
Frenchman, and you will find a bounder ; scratch
a German, and you will find a pig. Itis no use
scratching a Japanese ; you will never get through
his armour-plating of fine manners.

Most of the people in Tokyo sell something
which fetches next to nothing ; and on New Year’s
eve, when all debts must be paid, and they sell
everything they have, they go to each other’s sales,
like the people at Porto Santo, who live by doing
each other’s washing now that there is no money in
the island for pickpockets.

Not that the Japanese are given to stealing;
they are honest enough, except the tradesmen who
dislike conscience in all countries, and in Japan
form the lowest class, except the beggars, and even
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they steal with their tongues and not with their
fingers. Honestly, I do not see how the people in
Tokyo live. They do not seem to manufacture
anything except university graduates, and it is only
a port in name, because there is barely enough
water for a junk. University students are the
curse of Japan; they are the turbulent soshi who
are at the root of every disturbance.

“ What are soshi ?” T asked a British Consul in
Japan.

“ People who have too much education and too
little to eat.”

Students swarm in the streets and in the temples
which are the loafing places in Japan. They are
easily recognised because they wear Japanese kim-
onos and imitation German caps and shoes and
spectacles—perhaps they think spectacles part of
the German uniform. The Japanese student main-
tains the national tradition for upside-downness: it
is he who expels the master, not the master who
expels him. It might be thought that he has not
much to do with street-life, but when you meet
him in the street you would not think he had
much to do with university life. It is like the
Society-Literary Club in New York—the literary
people thought the society members were in
society, and the society members thought the
literary members were well-known authors. Any-

how, street-life in Japan includes nearly everything.
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STREET SCENES

The poor Japanese is always in the street, because
he practically takes his house down during the day.
The harder a Japanese works, the lighter the blse
of his clothes.

The whole life of the poor in Japan is a comedy
to those who do not have to live it : and its scene
is laid in the street. The poor Japanese simply
live in the street ; they sit outside their houses like
Sicilians when they have done their work. Not
that sitting outside makes any difference, if you
take the whole front off your house whenever it is
fine enough. It is only an apology for a house. 1
have seen houses which had not cost more than a
sovereign, and I have seen a man not five feet high
putting out a blaze which was coming through a
roof with a hand-bucket. The roof is generally
made of very heavy channelled purple tiles. The
Japanese is unusually upside down about roofs;
when he is building his house, he builds the roof
first, and it weighs more than all the rest of the
house put together. It stands earthquakes and
typhoons better, and experience has taught him
that in typhoons it is not your own roof which
falls on you, but your neighbour’s. There is
nothing private about his house, because when its
beds are rolled up, and its occupants outside, there
is nothing in it but a fire-box.

The first thing that strikes one about a Japanese
street is the absence of horses. Of course they
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your toes; grown-up people trying to hang you by
flying kites from their roofs on a level with your
neck. Side walks, if it is a popular street, are
taken up with street stalls. There is the pipe-
mender, who cleans pipes at ten a penny, and
carries a box like a shoe-black; the ameya, who
makes toys out of dough, blowing them like glass,
mostly cocks and Cupids without noses; and, most
popular of all, the children’s cooking-stall—a most
fascinating copper stove. As the children who
play at it run to about four years old, it does not
strike one as an ideal toy, but it is, of course, very
popular, be